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had no better ideas of strategy than the Generals opposed to them.
Instead of invading Natal and pushing forward to Durban they had
wasted their forces in besieging Ladysmith; and in the meantime
the Dutch in Cape Colony had not risen as they expected and they
had made little of their invasion of that Colony. Presumably they
had expected that all South African would be involved in war or
rebellion before the British could be reinforced, and that being faced
with the formidable task of reconquering and subjugating the whole
country, the British Government would prefer to recognize the
independence of the Boer Republics. The situation was in fact far
otherwise. After the first four months of the war, their forces were
dangerously scattered, and their very successes exposed them to heavy
return blows from any reasonably skilful enemy commanding a
superior force.
Roberts's strategy was skilful and simple. His main idea was to
concentrate Ids principal force between the Modder and the Orange
rivers, and then by advancing into the Orange Free State and Transvaal
to compel the Boers to retire from Ladysmith, Kimberley and Mafe-
king for the defence of their home-lands and capitals. By a skilful
feint he led them to believe that his objective was Kimberley but
his real line of advance was eastward to Bloemfontein, and the relief
of Kimberley was assigned to General French and a cavalry division
which, starting on February n, broke through the Boer lines and
relieved Kimberley on the jjth. Cronje, the Boer commander,
finding himself in danger between French and Roberts, made off to
the west, but was caught by Kitchener at Paardeberg, where on
February 29, after beating off a costly frontal attack, he was sur-
rounded and forced to surrender with 4,000 men.
In "spite of another reverse in Natal, where Buller had made a
further and unsuccessful attempt to relieve Ladysmith, Roberts left
that place alone, feeling assured that the Boers would be obliged to
retreat from it if he disposed of Cronje and made good his threat
to Bloemfontein. So it turned out, and on February 28 Buller was
at last able to enter Ladysmith and bring supplies to the soldiers and
civilians. Both had suffered heavily, though more from sickness and
starvation than from the enemy's guns, and relief came in the nick
of time. Roberts now'resumed his march on Bloemfontein, unde-
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